Supermarine Spitfire XII

MB794/H 41Sqn, RAF Hawkinge, June 1943
By Colin Ovens
Kit: Hasegawa 1/72 Spitfire IXc kit- using the Paragon conversion set

Background
The Spitfire XII was the first operational R-R Griffon powered Spitfire. This variant came about as a result of
the need for a very fast low-level interceptor to counter the Luftwaffe’s hit-and-run attacks against the south
of England, particularly on the South Coast ports, using Fw190s.
An experimental Spitfire IV (DP845) had been built, powered by the new Rolls-Royce Griffon engine, and
incorporating a retractable tail-wheel. By the time this machine first flew in November 1941, it was redesignated as the Mark XX to avoid confusion with the Spitfire IV, a photo-reconnaissance variant previously
known as the Spitfire D. If it had gone into production, the Spitfire XX may have carried a formidable
armament of six 20mm cannon. The second Spitfire XX, DP851, flew a few months later. The two aircraft
showed considerable potential as low-level interceptors, and in due course the Spitfire Mark XX (DP845)
became the prototype for the Spitfire XII, powered by the 1,720hp R-R Griffon IIb engine.
100 Spitfire XIIs were built. As a matter
of expediency, the first 50 airframes were
based on the Spitfire V airframe with a
fixed tail-wheel; the remainder were based
on the experimental Spitfire III airframe,
which had a retractable tail-wheel. Spitfire
Vc wings were used and were clipped as
standard, increasing the rate of roll at
the lower altitudes; a pointed broad-chord
rudder was fitted. Just two squadrons
flew the Spitfire XII- Nos. 41 and 91, both
at RAF Hawkinge, in Kent. The squadrons
were employed on home-defence duties
and on offensive operations against Luftwaffe bases in France and the Low Countries. The Spitfire XII
was introduced into squadron service in February 1943, and was phased out of operational service with the
introduction of the Griffon-powered Spitfire XIVc in mid-1944.

The Model
The model is based on the Hasegawa Spitfire VIII/IX kits- either version can be build from either kit as the
sprues are identical and provide both fixed and retractable tail-wheels. The aft fuselage is a bit slim, and
the cannon bulges are of the narrow variety, and, to be strictly accurate, ought to be replaced by the earlier
broader versions for a Spitfire XII model. I have portrayed one of the first 50 Spitfire XIIs, with the fixed
tail-wheel

The Griffon nose, the Rotol 4-blade propeller and spinner, plus a new oil-cooler are in the resin Paragon
conversion set. Basically, all one has to do is saw off the kit’s Merlin engine at the engine firewall (after joining
the fuselage halves) and replace it with Paragon’s Griffon- not too difficult, though care is required around the
forward wing roots. The propeller blades are attached to the new spinner, and the Spitfire V style oil cooler is
attached below the port wing. That’s it- all done! Decals came from various Modeldecal sheets. I think I built
this model in the early/mid 1990s...
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