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I am starting making the Testors (née Italeri) T-45 Goshawk to make a US Navy trainer pair next to the 
Buckeye. I know that this kit is based on a pre-production prototype and isn't fully in agreement with the 
versions in service. However, it is the only T-45 kit available so it will have to do.There is an article in an old 
Fine Scale Modeler that describes how to update it but I can't find a copy of that. The kit decals are very 
minimal so I have obtained an aftermarket set from Caracal Models. This contains detailed instructions to 
correct the model but it relies on the FSM article so...

The kit went gone together very nicely. Firstly, I did some work on the cockpit. There isn’t an Eduard set for 
the T-45 as the panels are different from the standard BAe Hawk. The side panels were painted black and I 
then scraped off the paint to expose the underlying grey to show off the detail

The model needs some weight in the nose to stop it being a tail-sitter. Unlike the Buckeye, there is plenty of 
room for some lead shot but I had to put in a couple of bulkheads to contain the Liquid Lead that I normally 
use.

I had to use a bit of filler on a wing join and on one of the nacelles but they were minor problms. The biggest 
issue is that I am back to using the Modelmaster International Orange Enamel. I don't like enamels. I haven't 
used them for years and I can't get used to the fact that they don't dry very quickly.The orange here was 
tacky for 30 hours or so.

As you can see, the orange has gone on OK but in both pictures you can see that the masking tape has taken off 
some of the white. This is in spite of the white being a AK Interactive primer and having a coating of Johnson's 
Klear on top!



The next image shows just how I didn’t mask enough so I had a lot of overspray to deal with. Fortunately, the 
white primer will not only go on well but will dry quickly!

Following the respray, I had to paint the anti-glare panel. I then tackled the decals. I had bought a decal set 
from Caracal Models which gave 5 US Navy markings for Goshawks. I picked the VT-7 set - Eagles as I liked 
the name down the fuselage. The decals went on very well. I had a bit of difficulty with the big stripe. It 
would match at the join in the fuselage - which left the other ends in the wrong place - or get the ends right 
which left a problem at the middle. I opted for getting the middle right and then cut out extra bit from the 
VT-(Tigers) set to fill in the gaps down at the wing roots. Unlike the kit decals, the Caracal set had all of the 
serials, etc. which I needed as the Buckeye was similarly decalled.

After fitting the decals, I then added all the other bits that I had left off such as the pitot tube on the nose, 
the arrestor hook and the undercarriage. This is where I found the only problem with the kit in that there 
were not clear instructions for how the undercarriage doors were to be fitted to the undercarriage legs. I tried 
looking up images on Google but, although there are lots of lovely photos, no one seems to have just shot the 
undercarriage! Never mind, because the doors will not really be seen once the aircraft is on its proper feet.

Here is the finished article.  



Here is the Goshawk alongside the Buckeye. They make a nice pair. 

I now have a Sword T-28 Trojan coming that is in a similar scheme. Placed alongside the above two, it should 
make a very pleasing display


