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By	  David	  Pennington 
It's been a busy few weeks since I was working on the Tyrrell 6 
wheeler.  As the last stages of the car were going to be tricky, I decided 
to make something simple for the next Clacton club meeting. Ha! 
 
I pulled a box out of my stash that looked to be a quick task. It was the 
Eduard  1/144th scale boxing of a pair of Spitfire Mk.IXc fighters. 
 

 
 
Looking through the five different paint schemes, I picked two easy ones. 
The first was from 312 Squadron based at North Weald down in Essex in 
late August 1944. The other, which I thought was quite interesting, was a 
bare metal version from 601 Squadron on Italy in the Summer of 1944. 
Both of these were chosen because of their lack of D-Day Invasion 
Stripes.  I didn't want to get involved in painting these given the very 
small scale. 
 

Day	  1	  
I decided to make both in parallel, which went very well. I left off the 
wheels/struts/doors to make handling easier. That didn't stop me 
breaking off the antenna on the bare metal aircraft though. I have done 
this before and it is fairly easy to make a replacement so I wasn't too 
worried. I wish that this were the only problem. 
 
When I had finished painting both aircraft, I noticed that the tailplanes 
of the 401 Squadron plane were loose so I removed them, meaning to 



glue them back on once the decals were in place. Somehow, one of the 
tailplanes went missing! I have searched high and low for it but it is 
nowhere to be seen. Again, fortunately, the scale is so small that I can 
probably make a replacement out of some plastic card, a bit of cutting 
and some judicious filing. 
 
As that task would be a bit time consuming, I decided to finish the 601 
Squadronn plane first. I have got the decals in place. It doesn't look too 
bad. I will never understand why they print the roundels in three parts. 
Trying to line up the yellow outline, the blue and white part and then 
add the red dot to the middle - all on something that is about 6mm 
across is not easy. Still, I have done it. 
 

 
 

The panels in front of the cockpit are painted in the traditional RAF 
upper camouflage colours. The front part is in medium sea grey and the 
rear part is in RAF dark green. However, I only have Hannants Xtracrylix 
RAF dark green which is semi-gloss when it dries so I will have to touch 
up that part with some matt varnish. I am quite pleased with it so far. I 
still have the propeller and boss to fit plus the undercarriage. I then have 
to paint the gun covers (bright red) and it will be done. 
 
The other plane will be tackled once this one is complete. Here is where 
it is. 
 



 
 
Just to get some scale in all of this, the photos were taken with the 
models sitting on the top of a bottle of Micro Set. The white top that you 
can see is 22mm across and the Spitfire itself is just 60mm from nose to 
tail. 

Day	  2	  
I have finished both Spitfires. In spite of their small size, I found them 
quite time consuming to complete. They were very fiddly and needed a 
lot of work. 
 
First off is the more normal Spitfire in camouflage. This is the Spitfire Mk 
IXc flown by Otto Smik, No. 312 Squadron, North Weald, Late August 
1944. 
 

 
 
 
 



There is always a saga with any aircraft that I build and this was no 
exception. As mentioned, I lost one of the tailplanes. This meant that I 
had to make a new one from plastic card. I measured the thickness of the 
existing part which came out at around 1mm but when I used 1mm card 
it seemed way too thick. I reverted to two layers of 0.2mm (I didn't have 
any 0.4mm to hand). I had a couple of goes at it and finally I got 
something that looked the part. 
 

 
 
The tailplanes look a bit askew at this angle but they actually sit on the 
tail OK. Once painted, it looked fine. What next? Well, the radio aerial is 
moulded onto on side of the fuselage so, with all of the handling, this got 
knocked off - as it usually does with me - even if I try hard. I got a length 
of 0.7mm brass rod and flattened it with a small hammer. I then filed it 
to shape, cut it to length and fitted it using Gator's Grip glue. As you can 
see from the top image, this came out OK. 
 
Lastly, I had a brainstorm and painted the two greys in the wrong order. 
The upper surfaces got painted in medium sea grey and the lower in 
ocean grey - wrong! Having sprayed all of this, I really didn't want to go 
back to masking everything out - especially the upper camouflage - so I 
hand painted the greys in the opposite way. 
 
The second Spitfire was an unusual one.  It is MJ250 from No. 601 
Squadron in Italy during the Summer of 1944. This is unusual because it is 
in bare metal. The normal reason for this is to eek out as much top speed 
as possible. The interesting thing about the scheme is that there is the 
usual anti-glare panel on the upper surface of the nose, which is 
normally painted a matt black. On this aircraft it is dark sea grey and 
dark green - although I used medium sea grey so I got that wrong! This 
one went together quite well. The finish is the new Vallejo acrylic 
Aluminium paint which I airbrushed on over a coat of Vallejo Gloss Black 
primer (just released to go with the metal colours). This finish seems to 
be as good as I would get by using Alclad. The big advantage is that I 



don't get my wife complaining about the smell. As mentioned, I also had 
to replace the radio aerial on this aircraft as well. 
 

 
 

Overall I am quite pleased with these two although they were more 
fiddly than the Revell US Navy aircraft I have been building. They are 
nice additions to my growing group of 1/144th scale models.  Here is the 
full collection: 
 

 
 
Junkers Ju-52 - Eduard 
Douglas Dauntless - Revell 
Grumman Wildcat - Revell 
Grumman Hellcat - Revell 
Chance Vought Corsair - Revell 
Hawker Typhoon - Revell 
Spitfire Mk IXc - Eduard x 2 
 


