
Building the AFV CLUBM42 Duster


Recently I finished building the Dragon 1/32 scale mustang. It turned out ok but I was particularly 
frustrated by the number of small parts used to construct the undercarriage.


As a result I decided to try something different. I had previously built a Tamiya Churchill tank at the 
time Richard Pearce was running the Churchill SIG. That turned out well so I thought I would give 
Armour another go.


Looking on Hannants website I noticed they were selling the Duster at around 30% off as the box 
was damaged so I decided to give it a go. It probably wasn’t my best decision. The hull was ok 
but the model has so much  detail that there are numerous extremely small pieces. An example is 
I spent ages constructing the underside of a hatch, only to find that at the end of the day I would 
have to glue it in situ as it was impossible for me to construct and fit the  hinges to enable it to be 
opened and closed. These hinges consisted of minute hinge pin and brackets. They were so small 
I could hardly see them. In fact they sprang out of my tweezers never to be seen again.


Also I found the drawings with the instructions less helpful than I would have liked. Maybe my 
inexperience but they were not always clear as to exactly where pieces went or were they should 
be attached to other parts.


I managed to get around that and the hull is ok. I then moved onto the turret which is open. I 

found this to be extremely detailed and in my view because of the detail many of the parts were to 
me extremely fragile. I now realise that  my skill leveI is not up to that required for AFV models and 
I ended up having to miss out some of the detailing and  had to botch a couple of areas. Caused 
in the main by not fully understanding the drawings in the instructions. Needless to say it probably 
won’t be presented at a meeting.


The strange thing is that although I found this build extremely frustrating but in some ways I 
enjoyed the challenge. I still hope to finish it as best as I can but that probably won’t be 
immediately. In fact it hasn’t put me off Armour but my next one will be from a less detailed 
manufacturer. 


In fact I asked Peter Terry for his advice and I have bought kits from Tamiya , Airfix and Italerie one 
of which I hope to start shortly. On reflection I should have asked for advice in the beginning. Isn’t 
that the whole purpose of the club.😆 . My advice to anyone contemplating a new area is to seek 
advice from other members first and start simple.


One thing I did learn is the need for decent tweezers etc. Mine were rather useless so I have 
invested in some decent ones. We live and learn.


One day you may see photos of the finished model, but then again you may not. It could make an 
ideal target for my air pistol.😝 


Some photos: The Hull, the open Turret, and the other sundry items to be added





