
Many of us have “things” stored on top of wardrobes; often these “things” are stored and best forgotten; 
anonymously hidden in old shoe-boxes, for example.  We see the boxes, but forget what’s inside.   

Two months ago, I was rummaging in my “stash” of un-built kits- looking for I now forget what- when a group of 
Special Hobby kits caught my eye- 1/72 Fairey Fireflies.  There were four kits of various marks of Firefly, but 
I thought that I had five of these, (plus a 1/48 kit- I do like Fairey Fireflies)- and there was also the old Airfix 
Firefly FR.5!  Somehow, I felt that I was not mistaken, and a few days later; something gnawed at the back of 
my mind...  The shoe-boxes on top of my wardrobe...?  So, I gave in and investigated.  

The first box revealed six of the Hasegawa 1/72 weapon sets (so that’s where they went...); the second box 
contained several small 1/700 warship kits (yes, I’d forgotten them).  In the third box was a near-complete 
1/72 Special Hobby Firefly FR.1.  Yes... I knew that I had five of the little ‘flies!  

Now, why did I stop building this Firefly five years ago, and park it out of sight and (almost) out of mind?   It 
was 90% complete (see photo), and an initial coat of Xtracolor Sky had been applied (slapped on) to the sides 
and underside of the airframe: not a pretty sight.  Some join lines were poorly executed, and much effort would 
be needed to bring it up to an acceptable standard.  

One of the first things that caught my eye was that the observer’s canopy fell into that most annoying of 
categories: a part that fits almost perfectly but which inexplicably stands proud of its location by a mere “milli-
whisker”.  If I had removed a sliver of plastic from the lower part of the canopy I doubt whether it would have 
fitted as well as it has.  Nonetheless, here I was, stuck with a canopy that stands (barely) proud of the fuselage 
at its upper leading and trailing edges.  When I initially worked on the kit, I seem to have taken the rather 
irrational decision to build up the top of the fuselage with filler, to meet the protruding edges of the canopy.  
As a result, one of the first things I had to do was remove the filler, and try to re-profile the canopy until it 
blended with the fuselage. 
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I had also been too early in fitting the very delicate, tiny etched pitot under the port wing and the even 
tinier etched observer’s footstep, located just below and behind the port wing root.  With the remedial work 
required, this latter item was very vulnerable to damage during the tidying-up process in that area.  The trailing 
edges are too thick between the Fairey-Youngmann flap guide fairings and the fuselage.  This was corrected 
with a few passes of a sanding stick; that footstep took a bit of a battering in the process, but it survived.  

Detailing in the all-resin cockpits is sufficient for 1/72 scale.  There is no provision for having either cockpit open- 
but that is, of course, possible through the use of vac-form components (or a very fine razor saw).  The pilot’s 
instrument panel was an etched assembly which sandwiched the (photographic film) dials for the blind-flying panel 
between that panel and the main instrument panel, which in turn sandwiches the dials (provided as photo-film) of 
that panel between itself and the front bulkhead.  The film components had to be painted white on their reverse to 
create the full effect of the instruments- it’s all very simple... really!)  Etched seat belts were provided.  

The wells for both main and tail wheels are resin.  Before fitting the main wheel wells there had to be much 
tedious and hard work with very soggy Wet N’ Dry to remove a 3.5mm thick layer of surplus resin (the pouring 
block) from the roof of the wells.  The result is that the roof of the main wheel wells became wafer-thin, 
literally to the point of translucency.  Constant dry-fitting is absolutely essential to check that the upper and 
lower wing halves will enclose the wheel wells.  The tail wheel well also requires work. 

Before joining the fuselage halves, the tail wheel well, cockpit, exhausts (more resin), and the two-part radiator 
components (yet more resin) had to be fitted in one half.  The side-walls of the front cockpit had to be thinned 
slightly for a good fit, but joining the fuselage halves went well. 

(NB.  It should be made clear that, although the fit of the parts is quite good, this is a limited-run kit and there 
are no locating pins, or ribs.)

I had fitted the ASH radar pod (too soon) under the fuselage (don’t ask why...).  Now, it was in the way of the 
clean-up operation- it came off.  My final choice of Firefly meant that the ASH pod was not needed.  The first 
ASH radar-equipped Firefly squadron (No.816 NAS) was not operational until July 1st, 1945.  (ASH, i.e. Air-
Surface type-H radar was the American-built AN/APS-4 radar.)  415 Firefly F.1s were built, before production 
switched to the radar-capable Firefly FR.1, of which 256 were built. The ASH pod was not always fitted.  (An 
unknown number of Firefly F.1s was converted by naval personnel to FR.1 standard, becoming F.1As.)  



The main u/c legs comprised both plastic and resin parts (plus minute, etched torque links on each leg), and 
were fitted before the model was incarcerated in that shoe-box.  Despite the apparent delicacy, the assembled 
u/c is remarkably sturdy, though the main wheels (more resin) would not be fitted until painting and decaling is 
complete; undercarriage doors (plastic) will be fitted before final varnishing.  

The propeller comprised five components- three blades, back-plate, and spinner.  Without a jig, the alignment of 
the blades on the back-plate was somewhat hit and miss- however, the blades fitted snugly into the back-plate.  
The diameter of the spinner- in this kit - was not quite the same as the back-plate, and a little careful filling 
is required.  To add insult to injury, it seemed that the diameter of the back-plate is “half a milli-whisker” less 
than that of its location on the engine front- more fettling to come?  It may be cured by adding a disc of either 
10- or 20-thou plasticard...  The discrepancy is marginal, so I decided to see if I get away with leaving it alone.  

The cannon armament gives rise to choices for the modeller.  One can either build an early Firefly with un-
faired cannon (provided as very delicate resin parts) with, or without, the early low-profile pilot’s canopy- both 
canopy versions are in the kit- the decal options cover airframes with the higher canopy.  (Special Hobby covers 
the early low-canopied F.I in a separate kit.)  Alternatively, one can use the injection-moulded faired cannon 
barrels with the later domed canopy more associated with the Firefly- my choice.  The mouldings of the faired 
cannon had strange shapes at their inner ends that do not fit the location holes provided in the wings; I sanded 
them to conform to the rest of the fairing- and they fitted.  Perhaps, I should have removed these shapes, as 
the fairings look just a little long, but the fairings were long, compared with those of the later Hispano Mk.5 
cannon.  

Two faired bomb-racks are provided (no bombs), along with (resin) bomb crutches.  As an alternative to the 
bomb-racks, two 45 gallon drop tanks (with moulded-on pylons) are provided.  At this stage, I decided not to 
fit underwing stores.  There are no clear locations for placing the underwing stores, and a 1/72 plan will be 
essential - the kit instructions give little assistance.  I must acknowledge the invaluable help from the 1/72 
scale plans of the Firefly, drawn by the late David Howley, included in Warpaint No.27, “Fairey Firefly”. These 
plans cover all variants of the Firefly; the book is very highly recommended.   

The wing to fuselage fit is not bad; it could be improved- I use Vallejo Plastic Putty, which is water soluble and 
quite rapid-drying with negligible shrinkage.  However, the fuselage/wing join at the rear of the centre section 
was not very good; after much work, I can now say is that it is satisfactory.  The fit of the tail-planes is fairly 
good; some gaps, however, occurred at the front end of the roots- a little filler cured this.

The A-frame arrestor hook is poor, comprising (I think, quite unnecessarily) two parts, the A-frame and the 
hook itself.  Two A-frames are provided- one in resin, and the other plastic (one takes one’s choice- I took the 
finer, resin, option).  The separate hook is resin (this part is very small, and was possessed of an overwhelming 
urge to become fodder for my carpet monster) - there’s also an injection moulded hook. The assembly did not 
want to sit snugly in the under-fuselage recess provided, and, because of its delicacy, I compromised somewhat 
in this area, though, eventually, the result was not bad. 

  



During the build, I found studying various references, both on-line and from my bookshelves, was of great help.  
Now, five years after starting, I decided that the model will be finished as a British Pacific Fleet Firefly FR.1.  
My choice lay between two aircraft of No.1771 Sqn NAS- from HMS Implacable, when that aircraft-carrier 
was in Task Force 37.1 (the British Pacific Fleet) during June/July/August 1945.  

(The above was written around four weeks ago.)

Now, to finish...

As can be seen from the photo, much filling and sanding had to be done to blend the observer’s canopy with 
the fuselage- I am not entirely satisfied with the result, but it is far better than it was.  (Memo to self:  when 
building the remaining Fireflies, very carefully check fit of rear canopy- many times- before fixing!)  The pilot’s 
canopy fitted without any problem. 

While on the subject of filling and sanding, the photos also show the underside of the airframe; here, after 
removing the ASH pod and its attachment points, I was able to improve the finish of the underside - the photos 
also show that work was needed on the underside of the radiator bath.  



The model was now getting near to painting.  Aerials will be added after painting; there is a miniscule aerial 
mast to be fitted on top of the engine cowling, 6 mm from the front, this aerial mast is very vulnerable to 
damage/accidental removal. (At this stage, a little more research was needed to ascertain whether 1771 NAS’s 
aircraft were fitted with this forward aerial.)  The main aerial mast will to be fitted (later) just forward of the 
observer’s canopy.  This part is meant to be a butt fit, but I fashioned the base of the mast into a tiny “pin” to 
provide a more secure fit, and a 0.35 mm hole was drilled at the forward end of the canopy (see photo).  There 
are two aerials below the wings; at present I cannot quite see where they fit...

(At this juncture, during the above-mentioned drilling process, I broke off the tail-wheel, and the underwing 
pitot.  The pitot was eaten by the carpet monster!  It was obviously time for a very strong black coffee...)

Tail wheel repair completed...  

I next fitted the two very small etched carburettor intake guards. These miniscule parts each took just few 
seconds to fit- but I did not drop the things or “ping” them from my tweezers- if either of these events had 
happened, I’d probably still be searching for the pesky things!  Once fitted, they are barely visible. 

The canopies were masked using the Montex Firefly set which also includes masks for main and tail wheels.  I 
have never used any commercially-produced masks, so when the Montex set arrived from the model emporium in 
Oulton Broad, I was surprised to find that they were self-adhesive vinyl.  They need care in applying, but it is an 
easy task, although I was concerned that the pieces for the sides of the pilot’s canopy did not easily conform to 
the compound curves of this area.  



After masking, I airbrushed the entire airframe with matt Interior Green (Humbrol 78) and let it dry for 48 
hours.  Then I airbrushed Extra Dark Sea Grey (Xtracolor X5) over the airframe’s upper surfaces and sides- 
and let it dry for 48 hours. Then, with trepidation, I removed the masks, and was extremely pleased with the 
result- I’ll be using more of this type of product in future- the canopy framing is very fine and sharp.   

The next stage was to airbrush a Dark Slate Grey (Xtracolor X25) disruptive pattern over the Extra Dark Sea 
Grey.  The relevant areas of EDSG were to be masked, using home-made masks (from Tamiya tape) and much 
patience; the pattern is hard-edged...  At this point my “planning” fell apart...   

The removal of the canopy masking was a mistake.  The demarcation lines between the Extra Dark Sea Grey and 
Dark Slate Grey pass over the canopies- so the masking had to be reinstated- carefully.  At the same time, my 
attempts to create masks from pieces of 10 mm Tamiya tape using a Gyrocut tool were only partially successful, 



because (in my opinion) one really needs a larger area of tape to create a viable camouflage stencil than a broad 
strip of tape.  This is not the fault of the Gyrocut tool- it is excellent- but was simply down to my poor planning, 
and not having the right material for the job.  So, (in desperation) I masked the EDSG areas of the airframe 
using the one modelling aid that I loathe using... Humbrol Maskol.  It worked well.  I then airbrushed the DSG... 
and kept my fingers firmly crossed...!  The (much hated) Maskol was peeled away- the final result was fine- the 
demarcation between the EDSG and DSG was sharp.  Painting the underside was next, and, to prevent overspray 
onto the sides of the fuselage, Tamiya tape was used for the demarcation between the topside colours and the 
Sky undersides.  The result was satisfactory, though some touching-in was required, notably in the area around 
the lower rear fuselage, where the Sky rises to meet the undersides of the tail planes.  A Montex mask for this 
area would have been welcome!   

(By now, one might be wondering why, five years ago, I had originally slapped Sky right up the sides of the 
fuselage, and over the fin and rudder.  The answer is simple; my original intention was to build a post-war Firefly 
FR.I, finished mainly in Sky, with EDSG upper surfaces.)

The u/c legs were painted overall aluminium; the Interior Green main wheel wells were tidied up, there had 
been some overspray when the Sky was applied.  The wheel wells are nicely detailed, so a weathering wash will 
be applied later to highlight the area.  At this point, it should be pointed out that the Firefly’s tail-wheel doors 
open only when allowing the retraction or deployment of the tail-wheel, being closed at all other times.  (The 
Firefly AS.7 and its target drone development, the Firefly U.8, had fixed tail-wheels.) 

Now, I was on “finals”..!

An examination of a photograph of the Firefly that I was modelling revealed that the lower section of the 
radiator “chin” was unpainted.  This area had been repaired, and judging from the area of the repair, I think 
there had been an “encounter” with HMS Implacable’s crash-barrier.  So, the area was painted to represent 
bare duralumin.  There was also an area of the lower starboard side of the rudder, where (flak?) damage had 
been patched and roughly painted EDSG.  I finally discovered that my chosen Firefly was not fitted with that 
tiny aerial mast on the nose cowling (with an aerial wire connected to the main mast): at some stage in FR.1 
production this feature was deleted. 

Now, the exhausts were painted- nearly forgot!

Using Xtracolor enamel paint meant there was no need for gloss varnishing before decaling could begin.  

Being a bit of a “Firefly nut” (there is total of six more to come, folks!), I had purchased both sets of the 
Aeromaster 1/72 scale Firefly decals (sets 72-187 and 72-194),  these cover Firefly FR.I, TT.4, FR.5, AS.5 and 
U.9 variants, in RN, RCN, and RAN service between 1944 and 1958.  To my great regret, the very high quality, 
US-produced, Aeromaster decals and acrylic paints are no longer available; the company went out of business.  
Decal application was aided by MicroSol and MicroSet.  The decals went on without any issues. 



While the decals were setting- I always leave them for 24 hours- I turned my attention to the main u/c.  The 
wheels were painted dull silver and tyres painted a very dark grey; for this I used Panzer Grey (Humbrol 67).  
While the wheels dried, I turned my attention to the undercarriage doors; each main door assembly consists of 
three parts- the kit’s instructions are, in my opinion, not very helpful in this area.  They show which part goes 
where, but where exactly do they go?  A line-drawing of the actual arrangement is provided- but this raises 
more questions than it answers- chiefly, did the inner doors overlap when the u/c was extended and the doors 
open?  They did.  Again, Warpaint No.27 came to my rescue with excellent detail photographs.  Now, I was well 
into in the final stages...

But... 

While handling the smallest component of the main-wheel door assembly, with my trusty tweezers...  Well, you 
can guess what happened... I’ve not yet found the damn’ thing!  So, using the corresponding door part, from 
the port side, as a template, I made a new door from 0.63 mm plasticard.  (I expect my carpet monster will 
eventually regurgitate the missing part.)  While handling the new door (with tweezers)... guess what happened 
next...  Another new door was made...  (To tie in with the “repaired” radiator fairing, some of the u/c door 
components were painted in a lighter Sky finish to simulate fresh paint- for this Xtracrylix Sky was used- 
inexplicably the Xtracrylix Sky is a paler shade than Xtracolor Sky.)

After the “fun” with the u/c doors, the easy fitting of the wheels seemed a bit of an anti-climax.

The aerial mast was added next.  It is offset to starboard and also raked back. So, please, don’t tell me that 
the thing is “a bit wonky”!  The undersides of the wings were drilled to accept two aerials (from stretched 
sprue); the missing pitot was replaced with a scratch-built item.

Test-fitting the propeller showed my decision not to attempt to increase the diameter of the back-plate to 
be correct.  I painted propeller blades and spinner semi-gloss black, with the obligatory Trainer Yellow blade 
tips.  As is my usual practice, the propeller will not be attached until after final varnishing.  Neither will the 
extremely tiny, and delicate, etched pilot’s rear-view mirror.

At this point, some light weathering and highlighting of ailerons, flaps, trim-tabs, elevators, and rudder, as well 
as the cannon bay access panels, and the wheel wells, was attempted.  For this I used Weathering by Precision 
Paints (No.P982), an enamel wash comprising extremely finely ground dark grey pigment suspended in a very 
thin, matt medium- one doesn’t do so much as paint it on, but let it just find its way around by capillary action. 

Now, “Lucy Quipment” was ready for her final coat of semi-matt (acrylic) varnish, having masked the 
transparencies- again.  For this final varnish, I used Xtracrylix Matt Varnish which (for me at least) dries to 
a lovely eggshell finish. Aftyer varnishing, a few touches with a Karisma (No.949) silver pencil added some 
chipping to the airframe: not too much- less is more...

After the propeller, the last step was the fixing, using PVA glue, of the minute pilot’s rear-view mirror, a 
horribly fiddly job. To be honest, if it fell off, I’d not really miss it! (There’s a spare provided).



So, there she is- “Lucy Quipment” in all her glory.  In many ways not the easiest of builds, but I learned a good 

deal, and am looking forward to those other four Special Hobby 1/72 Fireflies- though not just yet!  

© Colin R. Ovens     January 2016










