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No.45 Squadron was the last RAF squadron to use the Beaufighter in a combat
role, although the aircraft lingered on until the early 1960’s in a variety of
secondary roles such as that of a target tug.
At the end of World War Two, 45 Sqn was operating Mosquitos in SEAC, and
in May 1946 the squadron moved from Madras to Negombo in Ceylon, where
it assumed a maritime strike role, re-equipping with Beaufighters in November
of the same year. In December 1946, the squadron reverted to the light
bomber role but retained the Beaufighters.
At the start of the Malayan Emergency, 45 Sqn sent a detachment, on rotation,
to Kuala Lumpur, in August 1948. The remainder of the squadron followed in
May 1949.

The squadron’s operations from Kuala Lumpur during Operation “Firedog”
included both day and night bombing, and strafing the communist terrorists’
camps and hideouts. By this time the squadron’s Beaufighters were becoming
somewhat “tired”, and frequently suffered from engine problems. The normal
operational routine was to fly to the designated target in a formation of four
aircraft. The order of the formation being dictated by the squadron’s
engineering officer, who would dip the oil tanks of available aircraft, and
choose the four whose oil revealed the least amount of swarf! The flight
would then be led by the Beaufighter which had the least contaminated oil; the
second aircraft would have the next least amount of swarf in its oil, and so on.
(The last aircraft in the flight would usually be flown by the most junior crew...)
As the Beaufighter’s Hercules engines were optimised for over-water
operations at 1,500 feet, the aircraft was at a considerable disadvantage when
operating against terrorists hiding in the hills of the Malay Peninsula.
From December 1949, No.45 Squadron moved to RAF Tengah where the
weary Beaufighters began to be replaced by the Bristol Brigand; becoming fully
operational on the type by the end of January 1950- the squadron’s final
Beaufighter sorties taking place during that month.
The Model

This is the Hasegawa 1/72 Beaufighter TF.X. The only modifications to this
superb kit (first issued in 1996) are the use of the extended tropical
carburettor intakes, which are included as an option in the kit, and the deleting
of the cupola-mounted Vickers .303in K gun, and the sealing, with clear-drying
PVA glue, of the gun aperture. The kit very usefully includes three spinner
options and the largest of these was used. As these Beaufighters were
employed as bombers (some airframes were rocket-equipped), I still have to
source four universal bomb-carriers; two were mounted either side of the
crew entry hatch, and the others were each mounted outboard of the engines.
It has just occurred to me that a possible source of these bomb-carriers lies
with the Tamiya 1/72 Mosquito IV... I must dig one out of the stash..!
The paint used on the model is acrylic- hand-painted. I still have a little of the
excellent and late-lamented Aeromaster paint, though unfortunately it
transpired that I had just enough in the jar to complete the painting of the
upper port wing... The colour scheme is that adopted by Bomber Command
post-war- Medium Sea Grey over Night ; it was applied to Lancasters, Lincolns,
Brigands, Mosquitos, the early Canberras, and, uniquely, to No.45 Squadron’s
Beaufighters.
Apart from the upper port wing, the rest of the Medium Sea Grey was sourced
from a MIG Air UK Aircraft Color Set, and it has perfectly matched the
Aeromaster paint. The Night is from Xtracrylix, which is a gloss, so the entire
airframe was treated to a lightly airbrushed coat of Micro Flat, giving a satin
sheen to the Night areas of the airframe.
The decals came from RAFDEC set RF7206- “RAF 1949-1954”, and they went
on without any problem, aided by MicroSet and MicroSol. (RAFDEC are a
somewhat neglected source of decals, and are of a consistently high quality.)
The panel lines were hand-painted after decaling, using Citadel’s “Shade” Nuln
Oil (with a very fine brush).
All in all, it was a very satisfying build.
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