
T-34 1944 76mm
a demonstration in the art of 

Scale Plastic Modelling
This is the famous Russian T34 tank (model 1943). This was built with  the cast 
hexagonal turret with smooth edges known as “Formchka” in Russian. The T34 
was built in huge numbers during (and after) World War 2, with even greater 
numbers than the American Sherman.  

Many factories built this tank and each factory had it’s own details of 
construction (again similar to the Sherman). The 1943 version had a 76mm gun 
and all T34 tanks had sloped armour which was quite revolutionary at the time 
as it gave improved protection against anti-tank rounds for a given thickness of 
armour plate. 

The German army had a nasty shock when they came up against the T34 shortly 
after the invasion of Russia in 1941. Nearly all of the anti-tank weapons they had 
available and certainly all their tanks at that time, found the T34 armour to be 
impregnable. Only the mighty German 88mm gun could take on this new enemy. 

The German commanders started to request new heavier tanks to oppose the 
T34 threat and at one stage, serious consideration was given to producing a 
straight copy of the T34. Although this idea was rejected, subsequent German 
tank designs like the Panther and King Tiger show many features borrowed from 
the T34.

In Operation Citadel , the last huge-scale tank battle, the T-34/76 Tank (1943 
Model) staged severe tank-to-tank fighting against new and powerful German 
tanks such as the Panther and Tiger . In the Prokhorovka area, T-34 tanks in the 
181st Guard Tank Brigade under the Russian Fifth Tank Army fought against Tiger 
tanks of the picked German SS Tank Divisions Adolf Hitler and Das Reich and this 
was the largest-scale tank-to-tank fighting ever staged during the WWII. If the 
T-34 tank of 1942 model could be called Stalingrad , the excellent 1943 model well 
claimed the name of Kursk.



The Making Of The Model
Or how to show that you care!

Tamiya 1:35th Scale Russian T-34/76 1943

This kit was enhanced by replacing the large engine grill 
at the tank rear, with etched brass mesh. This required 
removing the plastic moulded part using a drill and various 
Dremel hobby tool attachments. 

The many hand-rails on 
the turret and hull were 
replaced with versions 
made from Evergreen 
plastic rod and strip, 
to give a finer, in-scale 
look. These hand-rails 
were used by Russian 
infantrymen who hung 
on tightly when a lift was 
required in battle.

The awful Tamiya, vinyl one-piece 
tracks were replaced with a set of  

Dragon individual track links, enabling 
the depiction of  the characteristic track 

sag evidenced in wartime photographs 
of  this vehicle.

Note the subtle shading and 
weathering! 

The front fenders were 
removed, to give a more rugged 

appearance and small weld 
beams were added to relevant 

areas such as on the glacis 
plate.
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The figures are plastic and were made by the now-defunct Tristar company. They are 
true 1/35th scale, unlike the “giant” crew figures made by some other companies. 
They are much cheaper than resin figures and in this case, are detailed enough not to 
need replacement resin heads. As you can see in the photos, the crew are given quite 
a lot of  protection by the two large turret hatches which open forwards and stand 
upright. These hatches looked like a pair of  Micky Mouse ears to the Germans, who 
allegedly used this nickname when describing this particular variant of  the T34.

The finished Article


